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Compiled Annotated Fiction For
World History Bibliography

Prehistory

Cowley DAR THE SPEAR THROWER
Cro-Magnon boy is initiated into his clan on a journey to trade fire rocks

for an ivory spear.

Dickinson BONE FROM A DRY SEA
A girl visiting an archaeological dig makes a discovery that could alter the

story of human evolution.

Hamilton IN THE BEGINNING (Newbery)
Creation myths from around the world.

Sutcliff WARRIOR SCARLET
Handicapped bronze-age boy overcomes great odds to win the scarlet cloak

that signifies a brave, proven warrior.

Sutcliff SUN HORSE MOON HORSE
Story that explains the pre-historic design of a horse cut into the chalk

of the English downs.

Turnbull MAR00 OF THE WINTER CAVES
Maroo, a girl of the late Ice Age, must take charge after her father is

killed, and lead her little brother, mother, and aged grandmother to the safety of
the winter camp before the first blizzards strike.

Early Civilization

Chaikin JOSHUA IN THE PROMISED LAND
Story book with illustrations that retells the story of Joshua.

Orgel THE FLOWER OF SHEBA
The Queen of Sheba visits King Solomon to test his legendary wisdom.

Zeman GILGAMESH THE KING, THE REVENGE OF ISHTAR, THE LAST QUEST OF GILGAMESH
Three books done in picture book fashion that makes accessible the

ancient story of Gilgamesh.

Egypt

Cashford THE MYTH OF ISIS AND OSIRIS
Retelling of the myth.
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Climo EGYPTIAN CINDERELLA

Retelling of ancient Egyptian legend mixes fact and fable to create the
story of Rhodopis, a girl whose rose-red gold slippers lead the great Pharaoh to
her door.

Lattimore THE WINGED CAT A TALE OF ANCIENT EGYPT

To determine who is telling the truth about the death of a girl's sacred cat,
a young servant girl and a high priest must each find the correct spells from the
book of the dead that will open the gates of the nether world.

Lumpkin SENEFER YOUNG GENIUS IN OLD EGYPT

Senefer, a carpenter's son, became a famous mathematician and engineer.

Mike GIFT OF THE NILE

Mutemevia, the salve girl, befriends Pharaoh and becomes his trusted
counsel. Mutemevia is unhappy because she isn't free. Will the Pharaoh free his
friend?

Price AIDA
A retelling of the opera in picture book form.

Brooks CLEOPATRA GODDESS OF EGYPT, ENEMY OF ROME

Biography written for adolescents about the fascinating life of Cleopatra.

Stanley CLEOPATRA

Cleopatra was not the renowned beauty of legend. Her strength lay in her
intelligence, courage, and charm. Told from the time she was eighteen years old
to the time of her death.

McGraw THE GOLDEN GOBLET (Newbery Honor)
To win his own freedom, Ranofer, a young Egyptian who wants to be a

master goldsmith, must prove his evil brother is a thief.

McGraw MARA DAUGHTER OF THE NILE

The adventures of an ingenious Egyptian slave girl who undertakes a

dangerous assignment as a spy in the royal palace of Thebes, in the days when
Queen Hatshepsut ruled.

Greeks

Orgel ARIADNE AWAKE

Fourteen year old Ariadne, princess of Crete, helps her beloved Theseus
escape death in the labryinth of the Minotaur.

Yo len WINGS

A beautiful retelling of the myth of Icarus. Wonderful illustrations with
Gods looking down from the clouds.
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Sutcliff BLACK SHIPS BEFORE TROY

Retells the story of the Trojan War, from the quarrel for the golden
apple, and the flight of Helen with Paris, to the destruction of Troy. Gripping!

Sutcliff THE WANDERINGS OF ODYSSEUS

Retelling of the adventures of Odysseus on his long voyage home from the
Trojan War. Outstanding!

Kondeatis PANDORA'S BOX

Book kit with information, myths, pop ups and games, etc.

Indian Civilizations

Clark (Nolan) THE SECRET OF THE ANDES
The haunting story of a modern Inca boy's training in the traditions and

lore of his people. Spare poetic style. Retells the story of the Incan Conquest
from the point of view of the Inca.

O'Dell THE CAPTIVE

As part of a Spanish expedition to the New World, a Jesuit seminarian
witnesses the enslavement and exploitation of the Mayas and his own seduction
by greed and ambition.

O'Dell THE FEATHERED SERPENT

The story of the Spanish conquest of the Aztecs. Spanish seminarian,
Julian Escobar, witnesses the coming of Cortez and the capture of Tenochtitlan.

O'Dell THE AMETHYST RING

The story of the Spanish conquest of the Incas. a Spanish seminarian
Julian Escobar witnesses the coming of Pizaaro and the fall of the Inca
civilization.

Guadiano AZTECIA: THE STORY OF A JAGUAR WARRIOR
1479 Tenochtitlan is the setting for a comic book format story of a boy

twin who becomes a Juaguar Warrior of the highest rank. As such, he meets
Spanish conquistadors and fights for his family, his culture, and his empire.

Lattimore THE FLAME OF PEACE

A picture book rendering of an Aztec tale. Two Flint's city is under seige
by a hostile army. He goes in a quest to bring the magic flame to the great Aztec
temple so men can live as brothers.

Rome

Speare THE BRONZE BOW

Set during the time of Jesus. Tale of an Israeli boy's all-consuming
hatred for the Roman occupation to his acceptance and understanding of love.



Sutcliff THE CAPRICORN BRACELET
Short stories centering around Roman army and the occupation of Britain.

The Capricorn bracelet is a military award and is passed down through this
family as each son joins the army. The scope of the Roman's 400 years in
Britain is covered in a very personal way.

Sutcliff SONG FOR A DARK QUEEN
The story of Boudicca, Queen of the Icene, and her revolt against Rome.

Sutcliff EAGLE OF THE NINTH
The story of the lost ninth legion and a young man's efforts to find and

return the standard of the legion.

Sutcliff FRONTIER WOLF
A story of the northern frontier during the British occupation.

Sutcliff THE SILVER BRANCH
Two cousins join the Roman side in a fight against a tyrannical British

emperor.

Sutcliff THE LANTERN BEARERS
A young Roman soldier manages to be left behind when the Romans

withdraw from Britain. He tries to keep the light of civilization alight in Britain
just before the barbarian invasion.

Sutcliff OUTCAST
Beric was cast up on the British shore as a baby. He was a Roman baby.

As a boy he is cast out of the clan that adopted him during a time of illness and bad
harvest. This is the story of his search for a place in the world.

Sutcliff THE DAWN WIND
The story of the resistance to the Anglo Saxon invasion.

Sutcliff THE SWORD AT SUNSET
The story of the historical warleader Arthur ("King Arthur") and his

efforts to keep the barbarians at a distance.

Celt/Saxon/Viking

Sutcliff DRAGON SLAYER THE STORY OF BEOWULF
An interesting retelling of the ancient Beowulf story. Fits Hero and his

quest story type.

White THE ONCE AND FUTURE KING
The fantasy version of the story of King Arthur.



Yolen

San Souci

Hastings

Dragons

PASSAGER

The story of Merlin's childhood. First of a trilogy.

YOUNG MERLIN
A short story (Picture book) verson of Merlin's childhood.

SIR GAWAIN AND THE LOATHLY LADY
A picture book retelling of one of the knights of the round table tales.

Hodges SAINT GEORGE AND THE DRAGON

Picture book retelling of the Saint George story.

Williams EVERYONE KNOWS WHAT A DRAGON LOOKS LIKE
Picture book illustrating the powers of a Chinese dragon.

Yolen DOVE ISABEAU
Picture book of a Norse dragon fairytale.

Yolen HERE THERE BE DRAGONS
A collection of short stories and exerpts from longer novels featuring

dragons.

Yolen

Yolen

MERLIN AND THE DRAGONS
Short story about Merlin's childhood and dragons.

DRAGON'S BLOOD

Science fiction story about a boy who raises and trains a dragon for a
dragon fighting ring.

LeGuin WIZARD OF EARTHSEA
Story of a young boy who goes to a school for wizards. He has to face a

dragon to save a community. He discovers the importance of appropriate use of
power.

Eight Cultures

Staples SHABANU DAUGHTER OF THE WIND
Story of a modern arranged marriage. Eleven year old girl of a nomad

tribe in present day Pakistan is pledged in marriage to an older man whose money
will bring prestige to the family. She must accept the decision or risk
consequences of defying her father's wishes.

Haugaard THE SAMURIS TALE
In 1 6th century Japan orphaned Taro is taken in by a General serving a

great warlord Takida Shengens. He grows up to be a Samurai fighting for the
enemies of his dead family.
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Paterson THE MASTER PUPPETEER (National Book Award)
A young boy,Jiro, is apprenticed to a theater and works for a harsh

master puppeteer, Yoshida. There is rioting in the streets of Osaka. A Robin Hood
style bandit leads Jiro on a surprising and dangerous journey where he learns
about bravery and prices to pay.

Paterson THE SIGN OF THE CHRYSANTHEMUM
Adventure story about a boy's search for his father in the Japan of the

Samurai era. This story is set in Feudal Kyoto.

Paterson OF NIGHTENGALES THAT WEEP
The vain young daughter of a Samurai finds her comfortable life ripped

apart when opposing warrior clans begin a struggle for imperial control of
Japan.

Alexander THE REMARKABLE JOURNEY OF PRINCE JIN
Chinese inspired tale of a young prince whose quest to deliver six objects

to a mythical king leads him out of boyhood and into triumph.

Buck THE GOOD EARTH
Peasant Wang Lung works the earth and prospers despite ravages of

nature and attacks of bandits. He founds a family that one day becomes a powerful
dynasty.

Lewis YOUNG FU OF UPPER YANGTZE (Newbery)
Set in the turmoil of 1920's in Chungking. Young Fu, a coppersmith's

apprentice learns the ways of a big city and has many adventures.

Seredy THE WHITE STAG
The story of Attila the Hun.

Medieval Europe

Alexander THE BOOK OF THREE

Taran, assistant pig keeper, longs to be a hero. He begins his journey
with a strange assortment of companions on a dangerous mission to save his
beloved land, Prydain. Based on Welsh myth.

Bond THE STRING IN THE HARP (Newbery)
Peter is staying in Wales for a year with his family. He finds an ancient

tuning key belonging to the great Welsh bard Taliesin. He is pulled back in time
to save Taliesin and return the key.

Cushman CATHERINE CALLED BIRDY (Newbery)
Spirited girl in medieval England who dodges all her father's attempts to

marry her off to unsuitable husbands. Told in diary form.
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Cushman THE MIDWIFE'S APPRENTICE (Newbery)
Story of a homeless girl who becomes a midwife's apprentice and who,

against all odds, grows into a kind, tenacious young woman who won't give up.

de Angeli THE DOOR IN THE WALL (Newbery)
The story of Robin who becomes ill with a crippling disease during the

plague in London. His mother and father are away at the time. It is the story of
his journey with Brother Luke to find his parents and a way to overcome his
disabilities.

Furlong ROBIN'S COUNTRY
Mute boy escapes from a harsh master to end up in Robin Hood's hide out

in Sherwood. He becomes useful and overcomes his muteness to discover who he
is and what strengths he has.

Gray ADAM OF THE ROAD (Newbery)
Adam traveling with his father in England has his dog, Nick, stolen and his

father disappears. Eleven year old Adam travels the dangerous roads of medieval
England alone searching for his father and his dog.

Hendry QUEST FOR A 'MAID
Meg's sister, Inge, is a witch and the spell she uses to kill King Alexander

sets in motion a power struggle which threatens to tear Scotland apart. Meg is
chosen for the perilous journey to bring the rightful queen home to rule.

Kelly TRUMPETER OF KRAKOW (Newbery)
Set in 15th century Poland. Fifteen year old boy proves his courage and

saves the Tarnov Crystal for the king as well as saving the lives of his friends and
family and even the city of Krakow.

Konnigsburg A PROUD TASTE FOR SCARLET AND MINIVER
The story of Eleanor of Aquitaine and her amazing life told from her

vantage point in heaven as she waits for her second husband Henry II to come up
to heaven.

McKinley THE OUTLAWS OF SHERWOOD
A retelling of the Robin Hood story with a great deal of emphasis on Maid

Marion. Great fun.

Scott IVANHOE

Classic story of Knighthood.

Snyder THE SONG OF THE GARGOYLE

Thirteen year old Tymmon's Father, the court jester of Austerneve, has
been mysteriously kidnapped. The terrified boy must slip away secretly to avoid
capture himself. Hiding in the dreaded forest nearby,Tymmon is adopted by a
Gargoyle with powers of an enchanted being. They work to find a way to rescue
Tymmon's father.



Temple THE RAMSAY SCALLOP
A young girl who doesn't want to marry is promised to a crusader. He

isn't ready for marriage either. A priest suggests that the two go on a pilgrimage
to save the town. As they get to know each other they do fall in love and plan to
marry at the end of the pilgrimage.

Temple THE BEDUINS' GAZELLE
Etienne, the young French pilgrim from THE RAMSAY SCALLOP is in Fez

studying Arabic. He meets Atiya of the Beni Khalid and is drawn into
circumstances of intrigue. Here is a richly tectured look at the world of Islam in
the year 680 of the Hegira according to the Muslim calendar and, according to the
Christian calendar, the year of our Lord, 1302. (8 cultures)

Voigt JACKAROO

Jackaroo is a Robin Hood like character taken over by the heroine in the
story. There are some realistic scenes of medieval times.

Walsh A PARCEL OF PATTERNS
Plague fleas arrive in a Derbyshire village in a parcel of patterns. The

story is of the brave people of the village who make the ultimate sacrifice to keep
the plague from spreading.

Willard THE LARK AND THE LAUREL (Mantlemass Chronicles Series)
Series of books set in medieval times.

Renaissance

Ehrlich POME AND PEEL
A Venetian fairy tale with wonderful illustrations. Two brothers join to

woo a wizard's daughter. She can only marry one. The other stands alone to face a
fearsome test of his courage, love, and loyalty.

Bennett MASTER SKYLARK A STORY OF SHAKESPEARE'S TIME
Set in Elizabethan England. Nick Attwood is kidnapped by a master player

of a band of traveling players. Before he is returned home, he performs for
Queen Elizabeth and meets William Shakespeare.

Haugaard CROMWELL'S BOY
Adventures of Oliver, a seifreliant teenager who has pledged his all to the

cause of Cromwell and Parliament during the English 'Civil War.

Hilgartner A MURDER FOR HER MAJESTY
The story takes place in Elizabethan England. Alice's father is murdered

and she hides as a member of a boy's choir. She risks being murdered herself as
she works to bring the murderers to justice.
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Konnigsburg THE SECOND MRS. GIACONDA
The story of Leonardo da Vinci and his wayward apprentice Salai. It tells

the story of the painting of the Mona Lisa.

Melaikoff PLOTS AND PLAYERS
In 1594 three Jewish children try to save Queen Elizabeth's Jewish

physician when he is falsely accused of spying for Spain. One of the children
plays a part in Shakespeare's play.

O'Dell ROAD TO DAMIETTA

The story of a high spirited young man's transformation into St. Francis
of Assis as told through the eyes of the girl who loved him.

Pope PERILOUS GARD (Newbery)
Kate's sister sent an impulsive letter to Queen Mary so Kate, lady-in-

waiting to Princess Elizabeth, has been exiled to Elvenwood. Elvenwood is
shrouded in secret and Kate gets out to find answers on her own but her curiosity
almost kills her, for she stumbles on other worldly province of secret residents.

Stoltz BARTHOLOMEW FAIR
The story of six folk of varying stations in life who all go to the

Bartholomew Fair: Queen Elizabeth, a wealthy cloth merchant, a scullery wash
maid, a student and his friend and a stonemason's apprentice. It gives a startling
and vivid view of the life styles of the different classes during the Elizabethan
Age

Sutcliff THE WITCH'S BRAT
During the reign of Henry I of England, Lovel who is a hunchback and a

healer is protected by Monks. He eventually goes to London and establishes a life
of his own at the great hospital of St. Bartholomew.

Trevino I. JUAN DE PAREJA (Newbery)
Juan De Pareja was born into slavery. He was willed to great Spanish

artist Velazquez. A rich and meaningful story about two men who began in youth
as master and slave, continued as companions in their maturity and ended as
equals and friends.
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